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Introduction
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Current UK policies
Local community consent is at the heart of this process and is written into Government policy.  We 

need i) a suitable site, ii) a willing community and iii) appropriately packaged waste

 UK Government policy published 19 December 2018

 Welsh Government policy published 16 January 2019
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Significant economic and community

benefits from hosting a GDF
Jobs and skills

Average of 550 FTE’s in 

construction, operations, safety, 

logistics for over 100 years. 

Peaking at +1,000 for initial 10 

year construction phase.

Plus all the related jobs in the 

supply chain.

Community support

Local projects will 

benefit from Community 

Investment Funding. 

Public facilities 

and infrastructure will 

be improved over the 

long term.

Infrastructure 

investment

Investment will flow into a 

community that hosts a GDF.
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Community investment

Initially up to

£1 million
a year per community

involved in the process

This will rise up to

£2.5 million
a year per community where 

detailed site characterisation 

has taken place

Significant Additional

Investment

for a host community
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The working with communities 

policy
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Siting process
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Initial discussions

Any person or group of people who wish 

to propose an area for consideration can approach 

RWM for initial discussions and 

to find out more about geological disposal.

After agreement that the proposal merits further 

consideration, discussions are opened up more 

widely in the community.

Initial 

discussions

Working 

group

Community 

partnership

Site 

characterisation

Test of 

public 

support

Time

Right of withdrawal

Right of 

withdrawal
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The Working Group will consist of at least the Interested 

Party, RWM, an independent chair and facilitator.

Local authorities can be members but don’t need to be.

Starts to engage the public locally.

Proposes a “Search Area”.

Identifies initial membership for “Community 

Partnership”.

Working Group – scoping the question

Initial 

discussions

Working 

group

Community 

partnership

Site 

characterisation

Test of 

public 

support

Time

Right of withdrawal

Right of 

withdrawal
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After the initial “task and finish” of the Working Group, a 

Community Partnership is a more enduring body, formed of 

community members and organisations, RWM and at least one 

relevant principal local authority.

An important job for a Community Partnership is to share 

information with the community and find answers to any 

questions that they may have as well as developing the 

community vision for the future

Community Partnership

Initial 

discussions

Working 

group

Community 

partnership

Site 

characterisation

Test of 

public 

support

Time

Right of withdrawal

Right of 

withdrawal
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Extensive site characterisation work will be required 

to demonstrate whether or not a specific site is 

suitable for a GDF, including geological investigations 

to develop greater understanding of the deep 

geological environment.

The “Suitable Site” part of the equation.

Site characterisation

Initial 

discussions

Working 

group

Community 

partnership

Site 

characterisation

Test of 

public 

support

Time

Right of withdrawal

Right of 

withdrawal
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Before a final site is selected, the potential host community must 

demonstrate it is willing to host a GDF through a Test of Public Support.

The “Willing Community” part of the equation.

At any point, up to a Test of Public Support, a community may    

withdraw from the siting process.

Test of public support & right of withdrawal

Initial 

discussions

Working 

group

Community 

partnership

Site 

characterisation

Test of 

public 

support

Time

Right of withdrawal

Right of 

withdrawal
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Progress with siting
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A great start with launch of WGs 

Very positive local headlines from 
• Copeland (Nov 2020)
• Allerdale (Jan 2021)

The new narrative is about jobs and economic opportunities
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Copeland Working Group
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Allerdale Working Group
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Looking Forwards and Beyond Cumbria

• This is a national process

• Discussions underway in other parts of 

England

• Cautiously optimistic to form more 

Working Groups shortly

• Further initial discussions taking place 

beyond these to ensure a diversity of 

opportunities for the siting process
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Site evaluation



19

Site Evaluation

Safety and 

Security

Community

Environment

Engineering 

Feasibility

Transport

Value for 

Money

Site Suitability 

The purpose of Site Evaluation:

• Ensure a consistent and transparent 

approach to the evaluation of potential 

areas and sites. 

• Support an appropriate level of evaluation 

for each potential area and site against the 

existing and applicable requirements.

• Enable RWM’s future applications for 

permissions, including land use planning 

consents, environmental permits and a 

nuclear site licence.

• We recognise there are many interactions 

and relationships between our Siting 

Factors and Evaluation Considerations.
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Conclusions
A GDF will only be built where there is both a suitable site and a willing community

• Communities are at the heart of the siting process - RWM are working hand in hand with local 

authorities and place leaders to build positive visions for the long-term future

Early but tangible progress with siting

• First Working Groups established in Copeland & Allerdale. Started the process of exploring the

potential benefits of hosting a GDF in their communities

• National process - positive discussions ongoing in range of other locations - we expect further

Working Groups to form

Anticipate creation of Community Partnerships
• RWM will be able to gain more information to assess the suitability, feasibility and acceptability of

alternative sites

• Site evaluation criteria have been published - RWM will work with Community Partnerships to

ensure evaluations are discussed and challenges/benefits of hosting a GDF are understood.
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To learn more about the UK’s mission to deal with radioactive waste

Email: gdfenquiries@nda.gov.uk

Telephone: 03000 660 100

Follow us on Twitter

@rwm_gdf_uk

@rwm_community

Visit the website

geologicaldisposal.campaign.gov.uk

Get in touch


